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A good man is hard to find
[bookmark: _GoBack]Character analysis.
The novel by Flannery O’Connor was written in 1953. The story shows the battles between good and evil (Desmond, 2004). The short story is about an old grandmother who plans on taking a vacation with his son, daughter-in-law, and her three grandchildren. Although she wanted to go to the Eastern sides of Tennessee, the vacation is taken to Florida. The grandmother narrates the story of a misfit gang that has escaped from the federal jail and is loose around Florida city. Despite that, they do not change their plans for the vacation. During the holiday, the grandmother tells her family there is a secret gateway in a plantation house so that she could see the old plantation before she remembers that the plantation was not in Georgia. The embarrassment she feels causes her to kick her belongings, releasing the cat she brought secretly to the trip to jump causing the car to drive into a ditch. They are approached by a car that turns out to belong to the misfit gang that escaped prison. They are taken to the words and she hears her whole family murdered and then she is later killed. This essay focuses on character analysis and the context of usage of goodness in this essay, with a high focus on the grandmother and misfit gang. (O’Connor, 1962)
A good man is hard to find is revealed through the grandmother’s character. She tries to make up irrelevant ideas so that the trip can be changed to Tennessee. Her family only refuses because her grandchildren are smart enough to know of her intentions. Her conversations have been described as conventional, self-centered, and shallow as it is her inconsiderate and selfish behaviors that lead to the death of her entire family. She does not seem to understand that her actions may have consequences and it is only when she faces death that she changes her values (Zhang, 2011).  
A good man is hard to find is also revealed through Red Sammy at the restaurant where the grandmother and her family are having lunch. The grandmother tells him that people are not as nice as they used to be. This is after Sammy illustrated to be a good guy to the guys that he let charge the gas they bought. The grandmother ends up appreciating the goodness of Red's heart as it is so hard to find by saying that it is difficult and challenging to find a soul that one can trust in these words of God (O'Connor, 1962).
The misfit gang that escaped federal prison also shows that a good man is hard to find. The two members of the misfit that leave the car decides to murder the entire family of the grandmother just because the woman said that he recognized them as escaped prisoners. The misfit goes on to say that “no pleasure but meanness” since he believes that it is better to use every minute of his livelihood to kill people or set houses on fire. He believed in doing mean things (O'Connor,2016). The misfit said that Jesus has thrown things off balance when the grandmother begs him to spare her life by telling him that he is one of her children. This only causes the misfit to recoil and kill her. 
Issues.
The main issue discussed in ‘A good man is hard to find’ is death. O’Connor is known to either start or end most of her short stories with death.  From the commencement of the story ‘A good man is hard to find’ has demonstrated death through the life of her characters (Jockers et al, 2013). For instance, the grandmother tries to convince her son to change the trip to Tennessee because she believes that there is a possibility of death since the misfit has escaped prison and running around Atlanta. The possibility of experiencing death is what makes the grandmother to secretly sneak her cat into their vacation trip. The place where the car turns is called Toomsboro, which shows the chances of occurrence of death within the story.
 Death has been used to show the truth about Christianity in terms of grace. Death has been discussed as the greatest award Christians can get, based on the words of the misfit (Harris, 2014). He says that the best way to spend the last days of one's life killing and burning houses down. Death in relation to Christianity has been used to show the concept of all nothing of Christianity. Towards the end of the story, the members of the misfit kill the grandmother, her son, and the entire family. The death of the grandmother has been used to signify the conclusion of the story and the concept of getting death in the control of the gang. This forces the grandmother to plead for her life in the concept that she is a lady. She mostly lies and tries to flatter the misfit and at this moment, she realizes that there is no such thing as a good man.
Moreover, grace has been discussed as a minor issue in this short story. In 'A good man is hard to find', it is suggested that there is a possibility of people like the misfit and the grandmother to be taken into Christianity. The misfit finds grace to say that there is no pleasure in life even though he had claimed earlier that there is pleasure in killing. The grandmother becomes so intrigued by the words of the misfit that she claims him to be one of her children. She finds grace and realizes that they are all human beings and believes that she has been granted grace during her last moments.
Comparison with a Rose for Emily.
A good man is hard to find and a rose for Emily has both similarities and differences. Both O'Connor and Faulkner made their main characters Emily and the grandmother get used to getting whatever they wanted and whenever things didn't go their way, they would use any possible means to get it. For instance, the grandmother tries to convince bailey to go take the route to the farmhouse but when he tries to refuse, she tells her grandchildren of a secret doorway in the house in the estate just to get the family to stop at the farm. Emily on the other hand hates the concept of being alone and when the man she loved tried to leave her, she killed him (Faulkner, 1970). The difference between the two is that while grandmother wanted to relive her past memories that were better than the present memories, Emily wanted to stay in the past by refusing to accept that her father was dead.
            
Conclusion.
A good man is hard to find has been used to present readers with morality dilemmas by illustrating the one where integrity is achieved in immoral people and the concept of pretense can be seen is hypocritical good people. Through character analysis, death, grace, and kinship have been seen in the story. Understanding the conversation between the grandmother and the misfit helps the readers understand the notion of Christianity, crime, and living with no regrets. In general, the story suggests that there is no such thing as a good man.
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